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a short engagement with the eccentric Oorbett Ryder, the original Bob Roy, to act leading business,. for the end of the season at Aberdeen, and to go from thence to Inverness.
" This was my first engagement for leading business, and we were jubilant accordingly.
" There was no theatre at Inverness, and we acted at the Assembly Rooms, which were the only public rooms in the place.
" It was the height of the fashionable season.
" Every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday were devoted to balls or soirees, hence we were restricted to three performances a week, on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays; and as our ' fit-up ' had to-be erected in the morning and taken down at night,. in order to clear the decks for the dancers, every man-jack of us had to give a hand. As leading actor I had to lead the way and set a good example to the rest. The post of honour is always the post of danger. I used to swarm up the poles like a monkey, and at last rather prided myself on my agility and my proficiency in the art of pole-climbing and ' fitting-up.'
" The Theatre Royal, for by this title we dignified our little show, was crowded nightly by the llite of the place.
"Nearly all the room was filled at the reservedo memory, and bettor fur forgotten.'om true.'ed, for they were crowded
